
I - UNmg? STATRS Pa ^NT AND TRAnFMADv ^ rrr 



A PPLICATION NO, 
09/759,953 



FILING DA TE 
01/12/2001 



7590 



05/03/2004 

BRACEWELL & PATTERSON, LLP 
Intellectual Property Law 
P.O Box 969 

Austin, TX 78767-0969 



FIRST NAMED INV ENTOR 
Daryl Carvis Cromer 



[A TTORNEY DOC KET NO. 
RPS920000080USI 



CON FIRMATION NO. 
3382 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



PHAM.THOMAS K 

3 



PAPER NUMBER 



2121 

DATE MAILED: 05/03/2004 



7 



Please find below and/or attached an Office 



communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summsrv 


Application No. 

09/759,953 


Applicant(s) / 

CROMER ETAL / 


Examiner 

Thomas K Pham 


Art Unit 

2121 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover shoot with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 January 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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First Action on the Merits 

1 . Claims 1-14 of U.S. Application 09/759,953 filed on 1/12/2001 are presented for 
examination. 

Quotations of U.S. Code Title 35 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsukagoshi U.S. Patent no. 6,058,31 1 in view of Alger et al. U.S. Patent no. 5,913,217 
(hereinafter Alger). 

Regarding claims 1 and 8 

Tsukagoshi teaches substituting an anonymous unique identifier for a mobile system's real 
unique identifier in order to disguise an identity of the mobile system to an application 
requesting a unique identifier for a mobile terminal (abstract), comprising: establishing a storage 
device in the mobile system including a primary location, wherein an identifier is stored in the 
primary location is used as a unique identification for the mobile system (col. 3 lines 25-29, "The 
home memory station 101 ... with the temporary identifier"); generating said anonymous 
identifier, wherein the anonymous identifier does not identify any particular mobile system (col. 
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1 lines 52-58, "after assigning a temporary ... the mobile station is identified"); storing the 
anonymous identifier in the primary location within the storage device (col. 3 lines 46-47, "The 
IDtemp RAM 205 . . . home memory station 101"); and providing the anonymous identifier in 
response to a request for the mobile system's identifier (col. 4 line 50 to col. 5 line 27, "when the 
mobile terminal MT . . . common carrier B until updated") but does not teach the unique 
identifier is a Universal Unique Identifier (UUID). However, Alger teaches generating and 
compress a UUID (abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the UUID of Alger with the substituting 
of unique identifier in a mobile system of Tsukagoshi because it would provide for disguising the 
unique identifier of a computer server in an open network from client computers. 

4. Claims 2-7 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsukagoshi in view of Alger and further in view of Gabber et al. U.S. Patent no. 5,961,593 
(hereinafter Gabber). 
Regarding claims 2 and 9 

Tsukagoshi teaches storage device including a secondary location for saving the real unique 
identifier (col. 3 lines 44-45, "The ID ROM 204 . . . to the mobile terminal") while the 
anonymous identifier is being utilized as the mobile system's unique identifier (col. 3 lines 62- 
67, "A temporary identifier ... to the home network, respectively") and Alger teaches the unique 
identifier as the UUID but they do not teach in response to said storage of the anonymous UUID 
in the primary location, moving the real UUID from said primary location to the secondary 
location, wherein the real UUID is not located in the primary location after the move. However, 
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Gabber teaches the method of providing anonymous identifiers to the server sides to prevent the 
server from determining the true identity of the users by substituting or removing the portions of 
the browsing command that would identify the user site (col. 5 line 63 to col. 6 line 1 1, "One or 
more site-specific ... to the server site 1 lOg"). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the substituting of real 
identifiers of Gabber with the system of Tsukagoshi and Alger because it would provide for 
disguising the real identity of a client computer to unknown computer servers on the Internet. 
Regarding claims 3 and 10 

Tsukagoshi teaches substituting a real unique identifier with an anonymous unique identifier by 
moving real identifier stored in the primary location to a secondary location in a storage device 
and storing the anonymous identifier in the primary location, wherein the identity of the mobile 
computer system is disguised by utilizing anonymous identifier as the system's identifier and 
Alger teaches the UUID as in rejected in claim 1 but do not teach establishing a cloak bit for 
specifying whether to disguise said computer system's identity; said computer system starting 
execution of said boot process; determining whether said cloak bit is set during said execution of 
said boot process. However, Gabber teaches the method of providing anonymous identifiers to 
the server sides to prevent the server from determining the true identity of the users (col. 5 line 
63 to col. 6 line 11, "One or more site-specific ... to the server site 1 10g"). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to have a cloak bit for 
specifying whether to disguise the computer system's identity which is set during the booting 
process of the system and a process to insure that the cloak bit is set in order to safe guard the 
user's identity when accessing other server on the internet. 
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Regarding claims 4 and 11 

Tsukagoshi teaches substituting a real unique identifier with an anonymous unique identifier but 
does not teach that by clearing the cloak bit will move the real UUID from storage location to the 
primary location for revealing the true identity of the computer system in response to the cleared 
cloak bit. However, it would have been obvious and well known to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that since the function of cloak bit is to toggle between the anonymous and the real identity, so 
when determining to clear the cloak bit, the real UUID will be move from temporary storage 
location to the primary location for revealing the true identity of the computer system in response 
to the cleared cloak bit. 
Regarding claims 5 and 12 

Gabber teaches an application program requesting the computer system's identifier; and the 
computer system providing an identifier stored in the primary location to the application program 
in response to the request (abstract). 
Regarding claims 6 and 13 

Tsukagoshi teaches substituting a real unique identifier with an anonymous unique identifier by 
moving real identifier stored in the primary location to a secondary location in a storage device 
and storing the anonymous identifier in the primary location, wherein the identity of the mobile 
computer system is disguised by utilizing anonymous identifier as the system's identifier and 
Alger teaches the UUID as in rejected in claim 1 but do not teach establishing a cloak bit for 
specifying whether to disguise said computer system's identity; said computer system providing 
said real UUID which is stored in said primary location to said application program in response 
to said request when said cloak bit is cleared; and said computer system providing said 
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anonymous UUID which is stored in said primary location to said application program in 
response to said request when said cloak bit is set. However, Gabber teaches the method of 
providing anonymous identifiers to the server sides to prevent the server from determining the 
true identity of the users (col. 5 line 63 to col. 6 line 1 1, "One or more site-specific ... to the 
server site 1 10g"). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention to have a cloak bit for specifying whether to disguise said computer system's identity 
which is set during the booting process of the system and a process to insure that the cloak bit is 
set in order to safe guard the user's identity when accessing other server on the internet. 
Furthermore, it would have been obvious and well known to one of ordinary skill in the art that 
since the function of cloak bit is to toggle between the anonymous and the real identity, so when 
determining to clear the cloak bit, the real UUID will be move from temporary storage location 
to the primary location for revealing the true identity of the computer system in response to the 
cleared cloak bit. 
Regarding claims 7 and 14 

Gabber teaches the method of providing anonymous identifiers to the server sides to prevent the 
server from determining the true identity of the users (col. 5 line 63 to col. 6 line 11, "One or 
more site-specific ... to the server site 1 10g"). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention to have a cloak bit for specifying whether to disguise said 
computer system's identity which is set during the booting process of the system and a process to 
insure that the cloak bit is set in order to safe guard the user's identity when accessing other 
server on the internet. Furthermore, it would have been obvious and well known to one of 
ordinary skill in the art that since the function of cloak bit is to toggle between the anonymous 
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and the real identity, so when determining to clear the cloak bit, the real UUID will be move 
from temporary storage location to the primary location for revealing the true identity of the 
computer system in response to the cleared cloak bit and whether said cloak bit is set or cleared 
is inherently known by the system in order for the system to know whether to hide the real 



identity or not. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to examiner Thomas Pham; whose telephone number is (703) 305-7587 and fax number is 
(703) 746-8874, Monday-Thursday and every other Friday from 7:30AM- 5:00PM EST or contact 
Supervisor Mr. Anthony Knight at (703) 308-31 79. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: Director of Patents and 
Trademarks Washington, D.C. 2023 1, or Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 
Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive Arlington, Virginia, (Receptionist located on the 4th 
floor), or fax to the official fax number (703) 872- 9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Thomas Pham 

Patent Examiner 

April 29, 2004 



Anthowf Knight 
iupervison/Paterit Examiner 
Group 3600 



